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NOW IS THE TIME 


capitals, and in 24 of these they will be called 

upon to consider ratification of the Child Labor 
Amendment. Never before has this issue been so alive 
—Never before have state organizations been aligned 
in so concerted and determined a move to secure fav- 
orable action. Likewise, never before have the forces 
of opposition been so vehement in their denunciation. 

The National Committee for the so-called ‘“Pro- 
tection” of Child, Family, School and Church is 
already flooding legislators and legislators-elect with 
literature misrepresenting the Amendment. Imme- 
diately after President Roosevelt’s endorsement of 
the Amendment was made public, they sent out an 
appeal for funds to defeat the Amendment. Their 
letter asks for contributions to enable the Committee 
to send field representatives into every state which is 
to consider the Amendment, and they admit “we fear 
a single ratification in 1935 might be a signal for the 
succession of 15 other states.” 

The newspapers also have renewed their campaign 
of opposition. President Roosevelt's endorsement has 
been made the occasion for a 
barrage of editorials emana- 
ting from some central news- 
paper source, stating that, 
notwithstanding the Presi- 

‘dent’s support, it is hoped 
“there will be enough level- 
headed legislators North and 
South together” to defeat the 
Amendment. A few papers, 
despite the President’s state- 
ment, still imply that the 
Administration is not sup- 
porting the Amendment. 

Ordinarily a measure which 
has the President’s approval, 
the endorsement of 27 Gov- gz 
ernors, including 12 in states > 

_ which have not ratified, and 
overwhelming sympathy of 
the general public, would be 
unquestionably slated for suc- 

cess. But so brazen are its 
Opponents’ methods, so mis- 


Te month legislators will assemble in 44 state 


As the Twig is Bent 


leading their statements, and so powerful the news- 
paper attack that it will require unremitting effort by 
every individual foe of child exploitation, if the 
Amendment is to be ratified. 

The National Child Labor Committee has been 
assisting in the organization of cooperative state com- 
mittees to work for ratification. These committees 


include representatives of various groups working for . | 


the Amendment: The American Association of Uni- 
versity Women, American Legion, Congress of Par- 
ents and Teachers, Federation of Labor, Federation of 
Women’s Clubs, League of Women Voters and the 
Y.W.C.A. In many states city groups have. been 
organized as well. 

Write to the National Child Labor Committee to- 
day to find out who is leading the Amendment Cam- 
paign in your state—and join the fight! 





To date the following Governors have endorsed 
the Amendment: Bibb Graves, Alabama; B. B. 
Moeur, Arizona; J. Marion Futrell, Arkansas ; Ed. C. 
Johnson, Colorado; C. Ben Ross, Idaho; Henry 

Horner, Illinois; Paul V. 
McNutt, Indiana; Clyde L. 
Herring, Iowa; Alfred M. 
Landon, Kansas; Louis J. 
Brann, Maine; Harty W. 
Nice, Maryland; James M. 
Curley, Massachusetts ; Frank 
D. Fitzgerald, Michigan; 
Floyd B. Olsen, Minnesota; 
Frank H. Cooney, Montana; 
Richard Kirman, Sr., Nevada; 
H. Styles Bridges, New 
Hampshire; Harold G. Hoff- 
man, New Jersey ;Clyde Ting- 
ley, New Mexico; Herbert 
H. Lehman, New York; 
Thomas Moodie, North Da- 
kota; E. W. Marland, O&/a- 
homa; Charles H. Martin, 
Oregon; T. F. Green, Rhode 
Island; Tom Berry, South 
gs _ Dakota; Clarence D. Martin, 

Courtesy N. Y. Daily News Washington; Leslie A. Mil- 

ler, Wyoming. 
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THE NRA AND THE NEWSBOY! 


“Aren’t you the boy who applied for the 
position a week ago?” 
“Yes, sir.” 
“And didn’t I say that I wanted an older 
boy?” 
“Yes, sir, that’s why I’m here now.” 
—Labor. 


ieee of the child labor provisions of the 
newspaper code has been sent to the newspaper 
publishers for their approval. The suggested provi- 
sions are decidedly lower than those discussed at the 
hearing in Washington last June. 

Carrier boys are permitted to work at 12 years in- 
stead of 14 years and boys of 10 now employed in 
cities of 50,000 population or less may continue. The 
age for street sellers remains at 14 years except that 
in cities of 50,000 or less boys of 12 may work. The 
most serious downward revision of standards is the 
provision that carrier boys may begin work at 5 A.M. 
instead of 6 A.M. As the New York News points out 
editorially in explaining why it voted against the pro- 
posed provisions: 

“Such a system of newspaper child labor as this 
amended clause would set up is the kind of thing Dickens 


used to write about—and which Dickens was thought to 
have largely killed off in his lifetime with his writings. 


“We all know there is a lot of fudging about ages; 
that a 9-year-old, to get a newspaper job, will say he is 
10, and so on. That is bad enough. But under this 
amended clause, these babies would have to get up at 
4 A.M., 365 days a year, winter and summer, rain or shine 
or snow or sleet, go to the office with or without break- 
fast, ‘make up their routes’ on their own time, and be on 
the job by 5.” 


The Publishers Still Object 


And yet the newspaper publishers are protesting 
again! 

This time their concern is for a new section-which 
reads: “(f) For the purposes of this Section but for 
no other purpose, persons under 16 years of age who 
obtain newspapers directly from the publisher for the 

















Courtesy New York News 


Sunday Morning 


purpose of sale and/or delivery thereof shall be 
deemed to be employed by the publisher.” And they 
object to this provision primarily because it might be 
construed as a “direct admission” that carriers are 
employees of publishers which “would give ammuni- 
tion to plaintiffs in carrier liability suits.” 


The National Child Labor Committee has already 
referred to the efforts of publishers to have newsboys 
excluded from the benefits of the workmen’s compen- 
sation law (THE AMERICAN CHILD, May 1934). They 
insist upon being the one privileged industry with the 
right to employ young children, and likewise want the 
privilege of not being responsible in case children are 
injured during the course of their employment. 


And accidents are not infrequent! From time to 
time we have noted instances in THE AMERICAN 
CHILD. The latest is a report from the New York 
Sun, December 5, 1934, listing two boys of 14 and 
15 years killed on December 5 in Albany while de- 
livering papers—A tragic prelude to a Happy New 
Year! 


The counsel for the American Newspaper Pub- 
lishers’ Association stated at the hearing last June that 
the sole interest of the newspapers in the child labor 
provisions for their code was the welfare of the boys 
and “the financial end of it does not concern us for 
one minute.” , 


The proof of the pudding... 
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CHURCH GROUP ENDORSES 
AMENDMENT 


HE Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in 
America, at its Biennial Convention in Dayton, 
Ohio, last month, adopted the following resolution 
in support of the Federal Child Labor Amendment: 


WHEREAS, Christianity has always surrounded 
the child with special tenderness and solicitude, 
and whereas the Federal Council of the Churches 


of Christ in America has for many years advocated 
the abolition of child labor and 


WHEREAS, substantial progress toward that 
end has been made under the national recovery ad- 
ministration and the codes, and it is apparent that 
the obvious method of making permanent im- 
provement in child labor conditions is through 
ratification of the national child labor amendment. 


BE IT RESOLVED: that the Federal Council 
of the Churches of Christ in America reaffirm its 
previous declarations in favor of the abolition of 
child labor and urge the speedy ratification of the 
national child labor amendment by the states. 


WILLIAM GREEN URGES LABOR 
TO ACT 


ILLIAM GREEN, President of the American 

Federation of Labor, has appealed to the State 
Federations of Labor in every state where the Amend- 
ment will be considered in 1935, urging that ratifica- 
tion of the Amendment be made the chief legislative 
objective this winter. 


“It is imperative,’ wrote Mr. Green, ‘‘that we con- 
solidate the gains made in the abolition of child labor 
‘through the adoption of industrial codes of fair prac- 
tice, by adopting the Child Labor Amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States. This is the only 
way by which we can make permanent the uniform 
abolition of child labor in industry. . . . 


“It has been made convincingly clear that the evils 
of child labor can only be overcome and the child life 
of the nation protected through the application of 
national remedies. The evils of child labor constitute 
a national menace which can only be successfully dealt 
with through the enactment of a federal statute by the 
Congress of the United States. . . . 


“Let us win this great victory this winter in behalf 
of human welfare, child life, and the resultant moral 
advancement of the national life.” 


RECENT MAGAZINE ARTICLES ON 
THE AMENDMENT 


Child Labor Amendment, by Edwin A. Krauthoff. 
American Federationist, September 1934. 


Hell, by Alvin Edward Moore. American Federa- 
tionist, October 1934. (Reprints available through the 
National Child Labor Committee.) 


Child Labor in America — Isn’t One Century 
Enough? by Homer Folks. The Clubwoman, journal 
of the General Federation of Women’s Clubs, No- 
vember 1934. (Reprints available through the Na- 
tional Child Labor Committee.) 

Child Labor and the Federal Constitution, by 
Willard W. Beatty. Progressive Education, Novem- 
ber 1934. 


In Answer to Mr. Guthrie’s Radio Address on 
the Child Labor Amendment, a \etter by Charles C. 
Burlingham. American Bar Association Journal, 
November 1934. 


The Child Labor Disgrace, by Anthony M. 
Turano. American Mercury, December 1934. 


Let’s End that Ancient Atrocity, by Alva W. Tay- 
lor. Adult Student, December 1934. 


Outlaw Child Labor, by Homer Folks. The Par- 
ents’ Magazine, January 1935. 


Locking the Door on Child Labor, by Miriam 
Keeler. Public Health Nursing, January 1935. 


The Year in Child Labor, by Miriam Keeler. 
Adult Bible Class Monthly, January 1935. 


And Now the Children, by Zona Gale. To be 
published in January in the Epworth Highroad, Front 
Rank, Young People, Young People’s Journal, The 
Way, and The Classmate. 


The Child’s Pursuit of Happiness, by Carol Biba. 
The Womans Press, January 1934. 


REPORT BAD CIRCULATION 
PRACTICES TO US 


EADERS of THE AMERICAN CHILD are reminded 
that in accordance with a plan worked out be- 
tween the National Child Labor Committee and 
certain periodical publishing companies, undesirable 
practices involving the use of children in the sale of 
magazines should be reported to the National Child 
Labor Committee. Such reports will be sent by the 
Committee to the heads of the Circulation Depart- 
ments of the magazines, who have agreed to make a 
prompt and thorough investigation. 

The practices which should be reported cover speci- 
fically: (1) night selling; (2) selling by very young 
children; (3) canvassing or selling in the downtown 
districts; and (4) use of begging appeals. 
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NEW AMENDMENT PUBLICATIONS 


The Farmer and the Child Labor Amendment— 
an 8-page leaflet answering the misleading propa- 
ganda of the opponents of the Amendment as to its 
effect upon farm work by children, including a state- 
ment by Secretary Wallace, a reprint from the Kansas 
Farmer, etc. Price $1 per 100. 

The Child Labor Amendment: W hat It Is, W hat 
It Would Do, Who Supports It, Answers to Objec- 
tions (revised) —a 20-page leaflet discussing various 
phases of the Amendment, listing national organiza- 
tions, governors and prominent citizens endorsing it. 
Price $3 per 100; $5 per 200. 


WATCH THE RADIO PROGRAMS! 


SERIES of broadcasts on the Child Labor 
Amendment is being arranged for Child Labor 
Day, the last week-end in January. 

Among those who have consented to broadcast are: 
Donald Richberg, Senator Robert F. Wagner, Dr. 
Henry Noble MacCracken, Rabbi Stephen S. Wise, 
Miss Katharine Lenroot, Dr. F. Ernest Johnson, Dr. 
John Lovejoy Elliott, and Howard S. Cullman. 

Watch your newspapers for the exact hour of these 
broadcasts and the station over which they will be 
given. 


1935 NEEDS OF CHILDREN 


NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON THE 1935 

NEEDS OF CHILDREN is to be held under 

the auspices of The Parents’ Magazine on January 3 
and 4 at the Pennsylvania Hotel, New York City. 


Mayor LaGuardia of New York City will speak at 
the first session on “Child Labor Must Go Forever.’’ 


Other speakers at the Conference include: Miss 
Grace Abbott, Dr. John K. Norton, Honorable 
Aubrey Williams, Miss Katharine F. Lenroot, Mr. 
Homer Folks and Mr. Owen R. Lovejoy. 


The Parents’ Magazine 1935 medal for outstanding 
service for children will be awarded at the conclusion 
of the Conference. 


Both sessions will be held at 2:30 in the afternoon. 
Complimentary tickets of admission will be mailed on 
request to The Parents’ Magazine, 9 East 40th Street, 
New York City. 





“I have always been ardently in favor of the Federal 
Child Labor Amendment, and I still believe that it is 
absolutely essential to consolidate the gains which 
have been made under the Recovery Act.” 


—Senator ROBERT F. WAGNER of New York 


CHILD LABOR DAY—1935 
January 26-28 


Following a custom of nearly thirty years, the Na- 
tional Child Labor Committee has designated the last 
week-end in January for the observance of Child 
Labor Day. The key note this year will be ratifica- 
tion of the Federal Child Labor Amendment. 


The temporary abolition of child labor in the 
major industries of the country through the emer- 
gency codes has won universal approval. These gains 
must not be lost when the codes expire. The Child 
Labor Amendment offers the only direct method of 
making them permanent. 


National Child Labor Committee, 
419 Fourth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 


You can help in the following ways: 


Arrange child labor talks or present child labor plays 
or tableaux in churches, church schools, clubs, or 
schools. 


Exhibit poster and literature displays in libraries, club 
rooms, etc. 


/ 


Take press stories to local newspapers. 
Arrange a radio broadcast over your local stations. 
The National Child Labor Committee will send a 


poster, packet of leaflets and other material to be 
used in preparing for Child Labor Day for 25 cents. 


Kindly send a packet of child labor literature for which I enclose 25 cents in stamps. 


I wish the following items included in this packet without extra charge: 


[] Poster for display purposes 
I wish to borrow: 


[-] Statement for newspaper use 


[] Child Labor Day talk 


[ Child Labor Exhibit—2 panels of photographs (30 x 40 in.). Specify date and enclose $1.00. 
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[1 Lantern slide lecture on child labor. Specify date and enclose $2.00. 
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